24                            PAUL GAUGUIN
was 'Very wide chested . , ." and "tall and big legged . . ."
so it may be concluded that he continued to grow long after
the normal age*
He joined the cruiser Jerome Napolton and was at first a
stoker. Later he was employed in the steering-room. After two
years he was promoted second-class seaman. The captain was
Prince Jerome Napoleon himself, and at the outbreak of the
Franco-Prussian War the ship was in the North Sea, visiting
Norway after a cruise to Greenland* At Tromso the news of
the declaration of war reached the ship. A visit to the North
Cape and Spitzbergen was abandoned and two months later,
at the beginning of September, the cruiser was at Copenhagen
where her name, after the fall of the Empire, became Desaix.
Until the following April, Gauguin served in her. He then
was given a certificate of good conduct and ten months' leave
with the right of extension, and at the age of twenty-three his
life as a sailor was finished.